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Mi2 vase, Eizo Miwa
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XXX  XXX

Angel (2024), James B. Webster
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Vase pour les yeux (2020), Michel Paysant
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Atomic Teru (2023), Kartini Thomas
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INTERVIEW

��������: Conversely, connecting contemporary ceramics 
with its historical context is also crucial. It helps
to create a dialogue between today’s innovations
and the achievements of the past, establishing
ceramics’ relevance over time.

��������: Indeed, more organisations are getting 
involved. Partnerships with institutions like 
Keramis [see p.60], CID du Grand-Hornu and 
Centrale for Contemporary Art are incredibly 
valuable. They allow us to build bridges 
between the artistic, educational and industrial 
worlds. These collaborations create 
opportunities for visitors to engage with 
ceramics on multiple levels, whether through 
exhibitions, workshops or talks. They also 
help position ceramic brussels as a hub for 
dialogue and innovation.

�/���)�0���1��: The fair has opened a new path, 
drawing attention to ceramics in a way 
that had not been done before. There 
is genuine curiosity, especially among 
contemporary art collectors who 
may not specialise in ceramics. This 
curiosity did not exist previously 
and it allows us to position ceramic 
brussels as a unique voice in the 
art world, addressing an area that 
was previously underexplored.
��������: We aim to continue 
growing as a global platform, 
fostering connections
between artists, collectors, 
and institutions. Beyond its 
role as a market platform, 
the fair aspires to be an 
international hub for 
networking and 
collaboration, defending 
the ongoing evolution
of ceramics. It is not
just about trends;
it is about participating 
in a revolution in how 
ceramics is perceived 
and practised in 
today’s world. Each 
edition builds on 
the last, paving
the way for future 
innovation and 
exploration.
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Landscapes platter III (2018), Laurin Schaub
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Jean-Marc Dimanche and Gilles Parmentier
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PORTRAIT

View of the “Elizabeth Jaeger: Prey” exhibition (2023)
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was supposed to be there, that it was the artist’s 
intention. Jaeger told them, “This is embarrassing and
I apologise, I’m the artist, and it’s new since yesterday.”

The incident caused what she calls, “a five alarm 
museum problem with professionals from every 
department coming to inspect the work.” Jaeger 
asked if she could just wipe it off, but they told
her she couldn’t, because at that point it was
an insurance issue. The damage would have
to be documented and the work professionally 
conserved. Security later looked through CCTV
footage and found a targeted attack: a single bird
entered the museum, travelled through multiple
galleries, perched on Jaeger’s vases, vandalised
them, then flew back out. Nothing else was hit.

“The bird made a point to be included. It felt 
like the right moment to start making these 
judgmental looking bird sculptures and 
placing them in my exhibitions,” Jaeger 
says. “The birds I make have an ominous 
feeling, a knowingness of our human 
folly, but they also look vulnerable, like 
creatures you would feel empathy for.”

Jaeger has a similar feeling towards 
the beetles that have been showing 
up in her exhibitions lately by the 
hundreds. They are unmistakably 
ominous, a sign of something
that might be out of control.
Yet, each one also has its own 
countenance, and they’re 
smiling, a hint of an ambiguous 
personality that perhaps is not 
as scary as it seems. Are
the beetles part of an army 
coming to overwhelm us,
or just individuals going 
along their happy way,
like the rat in her studio, 
who just happen now
to be in a group? Jaeger 
wants us not to be sure. 
“When I make the 
figures, it’s a process
of meeting them,” she 
says. “As they’re being 
moulded out of clay 
they become their 
own thing.
It is an emotional 
relationship 
between us as 
they become 
what they are.”
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Turquoise (2024),

Eyvind Solli Andreassen
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Capsule #2 (2023), Maëlle Dufour
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Untitled (2024), Raphaël Emine
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WIDE ANGLE  CERAMICS INSTITUTIONS

The crown jewel of Switzerland’s 
ceramic collections is held
by the Musée Ariana in Geneva. 
Established in 1884, it boasts
a collection of nearly 30,000 objects 
from Europe and Asia. The museum 
was the life’s work of Gustave 
Revilliod, who bequeathed the 
building, its grounds, as well
as the museum’s initial collection
to the City of Geneva when he died 
in 1890. The collection spans around 
1,200 years of history. Among its 
most notable assets is a large 
assortment of blue and white 
Chinese porcelain, made from 
kaolin clay and cobalt oxide.

Dr Claire FitzGerald, the Musée 
Ariana’s Chief Curator, says that 
preserving the heritage of ceramics, 
both in terms of the evolution
of techniques and the global 
circulation of knowhow, has always 
been at the heart of the institution’s 
mission. But since 2010, that 
mission has also been coupled with 
an active interest in the production 
of contemporary ceramics. “This 
turning point invested in the notion 
of the medium as a space for artistic 
creation,” Dr FitzGerald says.

In addition to supporting 
contemporary ceramics production, 
the Musée Ariana is undergoing
a curatorial shift that, according
to Dr FitzGerald, will restituate 
ceramics and glass “as supports
for reflection around the social 
issues of our time, with a transversal 
and transhistorical approach to
the collections.” This change
is important, she believes,
because public institutions
have an opportunity, and perhaps a 
responsibility, to help contextualise 
the meaning and values inherent 
within the artistic mediums they 
defend. The choice to elucidate the 
medium’s social relevance relates to 

Dr Fitzgerald’s “wish that
ceramics free itself from the 
compartmentalizations linked to
the notion of medium and become 
integrated in a lasting manner
into the broader landscape of 
contemporary artistic production.”

Besides serving as a significant 
platform for ceramic and glass
art, the museum actively supports 
contemporary ceramists through 
several initiatives, including 
exhibitions, research opportunities, 
and archive resources. The 
institution also hosts temporary 
exhibitions, giving visibility to 
contemporary creations. Recently
it showcased works by Laurin 
Schaub and is currently presenting 
“Post Tenebras Lux”, until 
April 2025. This exhibition brings 
together international artists that 
play with contemporary ceramic 
and glass art, reflecting transitions, 
renewal, and the interplay between 
light and shadow. In addition,
the museums collaborates with the 
International Academy of Ceramics 
(IAC), headquartered at the museum 
since 1973. This partnership 
provides a rich resource for artists 
and researchers to explore the 
medium. The IAC also organises 
events such as congresses and 
exhibitions, promoting international 
exchange and collaboration among 
ceramic professionals.

In the Netherlands, the Princessehof 
Ceramics Museum welcomes 
visitors to a complex of historic 
buildings in the northern city
of Leeuwarden. Housed in the 
buildings are around 35,000 ceramic 
objects spanning nearly 5,000 years 
of history. The museum’s name 
comes from the legacy of one of
the structures as the 18th century 
home of Marie Louise of Hesse-
Kassel, princess of Orange-Nassau, 

and matriarch of the royal family. 
Another one of the buildings, 
curiously, also happened to be the 
birthplace of the artist M.C. Escher.

In addition to the Princessehof’s 
Chinese porcelain collection, which 
is the largest in the Netherlands, the 
museum has a notable selection
of objects representing Dutch
Art Nouveau and Art Deco, and
a rare, glazed ceramic sculpture
by 20th century Dutch master Karel 
Appel. It also holds a rare and 
substantial collection of Middle 
Eastern ceramics. Some of the 
Middle Eastern items date to the 
pre-Islamic period, before 600 CE. 
Others date to the height of Iranian 
ceramics, from around 1100 to 
1400 CE. There are examples in
this collection of works created 
using the “minai” technique,
which involves painting a glazed 
object with colored pigments and 
then refiring it. Also notable is the 
Princessehof’s collection of Middle 
Eastern ceramic wall tiles. Islamic 
tradition prohibited figurative
wall decorations such as murals 
depicting people, animals,
and nature scenes, which led
to sophisticated developments
in the field of abstract ceramic
wall decorations. The Princessehof’s 
collection includes numerous 
excellent examples of such tiles 
manufactured in the areas of 
modern day Turkey and Iran.

The museum organises temporary 
exhibitions, workshops, and artist 
collaborations that utilise
its extensive collection as
an inspiration for new works. 
Projects such as Human after all
(2021) and partnerships with 
contemporary creators like 
Meekyoung Shin, demonstrate 
innovative uses of the medium, 
fostering a dialogue between 
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and material concerns. German 
ceramic artist Anne Wenzel has 
leveraged this change to interrogate 
one of the most pressing issues of 
our time, the intersection of power 
and destruction. Her harrowing 
ceramic tableaus are prized by 
institutions and private collectors 
alike, and are in the collections
of more than a dozen influential 
contemporary art museums, 
including Stedelijk Museum
Schiedam, Frac Auvergne, Clermont-
Ferrand, and S.M.A.K., Gent.

“This trend is imbued with 
multifaceted layers,” says Zsolt 
Miklósvölgyi, curator at acb Galéria, 
Budapest. “[It is] intertwined
with the global realignment, and 
burgeoning thematic interests in 
notions of land, nature, femininity, 
and the epistemic paradigms and 
cultural practices of non-Western 
societies. These themes, along with 
their associated formal and material 
qualities, are enmeshed within 
contemporary artistic valuation 
frameworks and theoretical and 
curatorial discourses, encompassing 
dominant narratives of 
postcolonialism, indigenous 
perspectives, and queer
and feminist liberation.”

In Hungary, Zsolt says, the 
phenomenon of artists embracing 
ceramics as one part of their 
multidisciplinary practice started 
during “the interwar avant-garde 
period” and expanded in the 1960s 
and 1970s. That era is the period
the gallery is focusing on in its 
presentation at ceramic brussels, 
with works by Lajos Csertő, Victor 
Vasarely, László Borsódy, and Judit 

Vida. Zsolt says those late 20th century artists inspired Hungarian
artists of today to mobilise ceramics to respond to contemporary 
international art trends. “They treat ceramics as an equally valid
and versatile medium, comparable to painting, sculpture, new
media, or conceptual art genres,” he says. “Their work often
explores the full potential of ceramics without the historical
burden of opposition to ideological constraints.”

What is happening in Hungary is also true around the world,
so that it is normal today for an artist who has never worked
in the medium before to suddenly include ceramic works in their 
exhibition or installation. It is equally normal for collectors to 
perceive ceramics as on par with any other fine art medium.
No longer are ceramics perceived as functional design objects, 
accessories, or esoteric treasures for the initiated few.
They possess the same conceptual heft, and market
status, as painting and sculpture.

This is a welcome change for Laurence Bonnel, who founded 
SCENE OUVERTE gallery in Paris precisely to showcase 
objects that challenge inherited definitions separating fine 
and decorative art. Bonnel believes such designations have 
less to do with what we as viewers think about the objects, 
and more to do with what was in the mind of the person 
who made them. For example, she cites the artist Saraï 
Delfendahl, who she says “works first on the form,
then on the enamels as if it were a painting. Her work
is completely in the realm of plastic arts.” That is opposed 
to Rino Claessens, who Bonnel says “works on furniture 
in ceramic modules. His thinking integrates a part
of functionality which leads him towards decorative 
arts.” A viewer could easily confuse the work
of either person as art or decoration.

Bonnel’s ideas tap into one of the key reasons why
the ceramics market is in a golden age today: because 
so much of the rest of the world is catching up to
the sensibility Chinese ceramicists have always
had — and the sensibility that European artists like 
Picasso, Matisse, Chagall and Vassarely embraced 
in the mid 20th century — that the ceramics 
medium uniquely represents a perfect melding
of art and craft. Its value and its meaning depend 
not only on how it is made, but “on the thinking 
which is at the origin of the work,” Bonnel says. 
“Artists seek to go beyond the limits they know.”



tbc, László Borsódy
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Green microemulsions were tested 
for cleaning efficacy compared to 
existing products. They were tested 
on Polaroid film on glass, vinyl 
polymers, acrylic polymers, natural 
resins and wax films (beeswax and 
paraffin) on glass. New PVA/Starch 
hydrogels were also tested for their 
ability to clean artworks, including 
assessments of molar mass 
variation, branching and solubility.

In the realm of new organogels, 
novel Polyester-enriched Castor
oil polyurethanes were tested
for their hydrophobicity. The 
organogels were tested on two
oil on canvas easel paintings from 
the 18th and 19th centuries, and a 
polychrome wood sculpture from 
the 19th century. The goal of the
test was to remove aged varnishes 
gradually with minimal impact on 
the paint layer. The test measured 
the practicality of removing varnish 
from the surface, the ease
of preparation, the number
of applications necessary, the ease 
of removing and rinsing the gels,
the ease of application and 
efficiency of the varnish removal.

Tests showed that systems soaked 
in polar solvents (such as acetone 
and ethanol) are unsuitable for 
safely and precisely removing 
varnish from surfaces highly 
sensitive to these solvents.
In contrast, organogels are more 
versatile and they enable a slow 
release of solvents, which, although 
softening the varnish layer more 
slowly than pure solvents, provides 
greater control and safety.

Tested hydrogels showed
a disadvantage, with the varnish 
migrating poorly into the gel and 
swelling underneath. Testing
on archeological metal objects 
revealed that cleaning with 
hydrogels resulted in better
results with no residue compared
to cleaning with cotton swabs. Less 
waste was also produced. Hydrogel 
testing is ongoing on a 19th century 

sword belt and an 18th century 
Handstein. When tested on
two 20th century, unvarnished
oil paintings on canvas, green 
hydrogels effectively removed 
surface dirt, but in some cases 
caused stains to the back of the 
painting, indicating absorption by 
the canvas support. In some cases, 
minute areas of colour were also 
lifted from the support.

When tested on artworks on paper, 
micro-emulsions with green gels
did not succeed in removing varnish 
without solubilising. Green cleaning 
gels and fluids were also tested for 
their ability to remove adhesives 
from paper samples without 
altering or damaging the paper 
surface, and without leaning 
residues. In all cases, the removal
of the adhesive was minimal.
In one case, pure cotton paper
had planar distortions due to
the moisture of the materials.

Additional testing of GREENART’s 
green cleaning fluids and gels
has been done and is still being 
conducted, on a range of other 
artefacts, including Tibetan 
polychrome wood furniture,
the door soffit from the Damascus 
Room, a late 15th century Italian 
velvet panel, the 17th century Torah 
Ark Curtain, a bronze sculpture
by Alberto Giacometti and Antonio 
Bellucci’s The adoration of the Magi
(c.1682). The action plan for the next 
six months also includes further 
testing and assessment by project 
partners, including the Houston 
Museum of Fine Arts and the
Peggy Guggenheim Collection.

Protective coatings are added
to the surfaces of artwork in order
to stop the buildup of detrimental 
substances, while consolidants
are utilised to mend, repair or
hold together degraded elements
of an artwork. Traditional protective 
materials are considered poor

in terms of their durability
and sustainability. The objective
of this part of GREENART’s project
is to develop multifunctional
green protective coatings and 
consolidants to provide long term 
protection for works of cultural 
heritage from pollutants, humidity 
and other degradation or corrosion 
agents. They should be easy to use, 
transparent and removable. This 
will allow conservators to preserve 
the original appearance of 
substrates and will ensure
the long-term stability of both 
coatings and protected surfaces.

Year two of the project saw the 
further development of sustainable 
protective polymer coatings made 
from bio-based monomers or 
waterborne polyurethane (WPU). 
Among other factors, these coatings 
are being tested for hardness
and adhesion strength. In 2024, 
synthesis of bio-based WPU was 
achieved and investigation of its 
anticorrosive and self-healing 
properties is now underway. 
Sustainable protective polymer 
coatings from renewable polymers 
are also currently being developed 
and tested. In 2024, organo-
modified chitosan coatings with 
transparency, hydrophobic phases, 
anti-corrosion modified-graphene 
oxide with water resistance, and 
anti corrosive properties were 
realised. Filler-based hybrid 
coatings with anticorrosive 
properties and nanofillers based
on Arginine were also realised.

Real world case studies of these 
products have been performed on 
archaeological artefacts, including 
metal objects and ceramics. 
Preliminary results indicate that 
novel biopolymer coatings are easy 
to apply by brushing, their effect
on treated surfaces is satisfying
and they do not leave brush
strokes while drying. After one year, 
partners at the Peggy Guggenheim 
Foundation of Venice found that the 
passive biopolymer coatings 
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maintained good stability inside. 
Results suggest that they can 
prevent the accumulation of
dust and dirt particles on surfaces, 
however, since some alteration 
compounds were detected, a 
corrosion inhibitor may be needed.

Going forward, additional tests
of new green protective materials 
are scheduled to be conducted, 
including testing of drying time, 
mechanical properties, VIS and UVL 
behaviour, SEM/EDS imaging and 
analysis and measurements of 
thickness, glossiness and colour.

In the area of consolidants, natural 
adhesives such as animal glue, wax, 
starch and resin have historically 
been used for consolidation in 
paintings, but are noted for their 
poor stability and performance. 
Synthetic adhesives can form a 
coating layer that can damage 
artworks. Their incompatibility
with the original substrates can also 
result in poor outcomes including 
deterioration of the artwork. 
GREENART’s objective is to develop 
green consolidants to strengthen 
fragile works of art and their 
supports. In years one and two, 
several families of consolidants with 
promising results for paint layer and
support, including frames, stretchers
and panels, have been developed, 
and a selection process identifying 
the best candidates is ongoing.

Conventional packaging materials 
for storing and transporting 
artefacts are unsustainable, 
hydrolysable, non-recyclable and 
have been found to insufficiently 
protect the objects. GREENART’s 
objective is to develop green 
packing materials or foams
for the safe storage and transport
of these artefacts. In years one
and two, several new packaging 
materials, multifunctional foams 
and enhanced replacement 
materials have been realised and 

selection of the best candidates is ongoing. A wide and fully comprehensive 
set of case studies was identified in year two and artworks made from
textile, metal, wood, stone and plastic are currently being evaluated.

Work was also performed in year two to extend the protective function of 
naturally aged archive boxes, including refurbishing them through spray 
deacidification. Virgin wood fibre content in archive boxes is being 
reduced, as materials with higher moisture barrier and better long-term 
stability and no VOC absorption are being tested. One of
the challenges identified in this area in year two was that of gaining 
acceptance of new products within the conservation market. 
Acceptance will require high marketing efforts and enforcement will 
also be required to regulate bio-based materials and their purity.

Among the specific sustainable and multifunctional customised 
packaging solutions currently being developed and tested
by the project is one to realise a customised packaging
solution for Box in a valise (1941) by Marcel Duchamp.
Scans of the object have been concluded to realise
a packaging solution through 3D printing. Advanced
Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs) are also being investigated.

It was noted at the meeting that GREENART’s success
is dependent on the project partners’ ability to implement 
effective exploitation of innovations and to communicate
and disseminate information and knowledge about
the project’s progress. That plan includes publications
of scientific papers, dissemination of information
to journalistic outlets and taking advantage of networking 
opportunities with other groups. As more parties become 
aware of the project, increased exploitation becomes 
possible as new partners innovate other possible
uses for the project’s technologies.

Under the supervision of Antonio Mirabile, whose role
as the primary link between heritage institutions and 
scientific research has been instrumental in enhancing 
the project's impact and dissemination, year two saw 
tremendous growth in this area. GREENART project 
results were presented in 16 international conferences 
and 19 sectoral meetings, 20 dissemination articles 
focusing on topics related to the GREENART project 
were presented, 17 training events were organised 
during which the GREENART project was presented, 
17 scientific publications have been produced and 
6 others were submitted for publication. GREENART
partners participated in multiple networking clusters
with other like-minded groups of citizens, and a
project video was created. Additional dissemination
goals going forward include continued work on the
project website, activations on the project’s social 
media channels, participation in European and 
international conferences, and the publication
of additional articles in various publications.
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Centre 
Wallonie- 

Bruxelles 
/ ParisSAISON  

2025

Loin de constituer un mausolØe qui contribuerait à 
la canonisation de l�hØritage pa-ma-trimonial de la 
culture belge francophone, le Centre alias le Vais-
seau est un catalyseur situØ de rØfØrence, un lieu 
non prescripteur à vocation expØrientielle de la 
crØation contemporaine dite belge et de l�Øcosys-
tŁme artistique dans sa transversalitØ. Au travers 
d�une programmation rØsolument dØsanctuarisante 
et a-trans-disciplinaire, le Centre est mandatØ pour 
di�user et valoriser des signatures d�artistes basØ•e•s 
en FØdØration Wallonie-Bruxelles. 

Le Centre est un service dØcentralisØ de Wallo-
nie- Bruxelles International (WBI) : instrument de la 
politique internationale menØe par la Wallonie, la FØdØ-
ration Wallonie-Bruxelles et la Commission commu-
nautaire française de la RØgion de Bruxelles Capitale.

17 JANVIER > 22 FÉVRIER 2025 
25 Arts Seconde  
Soluble & Simulacrum 
Exposition mutante  
Cycle dédié aux films d’artistes  
et films sur l’art
 
Pierre RENUCCI
Vers des existences  
probantes
CrØation 2025

6 MARS > 12 AVRIL 2025
Mehdi-Georges LAHLOU
La Palmeraie des MØmoires 
CrØation 2025

Pierre LARAUZA
22 novembre 2014, Cleveland

16 MAI > 23 AOÛT 2025

SYMBIOSIUM 2 # 
Cosmologies spØculatives_
Abyssal/SidØral & SynthØtique 

cwb.fr


